SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
Russia, a land of theological mumbo-jumbo!*   The
world seems now to be gathering itself together for the
final test of strength between the scientific and the non-
scientific modes of thinking and feeling.  Quite apart
from the conflict between "capital" and "labour/' out
of which Fascism and Communism respectively arise,
the conflict of non-science and science is revealed in the
same struggle. For, in defending their class interests
under Fascism, the middle classes have raised up a
body of idealism radically distinct from the scientific
approach to society.   The matter hinges upon our
approach to any social relationship whatever.   The
Fascist, whether consciously or unconsciously, regards
human beings as having gathered themselves into
distinct groups of purely defensive and offensive
significance.   A group ("race" is the usual Fascist
term, a term rapidly losing all meaning for scientific
ethnologists) exists in order to defend itself against the
predatory attacks of other groups stronger than itself,
and also the better to attack and subjugate other
groups weaker than itself. The struggle for existence
and the conception of military "fitness" are regarded
as somehow divine, an Oriental and Nietschean view of
things utterly alien to the only constructive European
tradition. If this account of the origin of society be
* Only the Marxist understanding of capital evolution can untaviel this
seeming paradox.